Richard E. Barry, 

[Personal contact information removed from this Web version]
NHPRC: Testimony to House Subcommittee on Financial Services and General Government: June 14, 2011
My name is Richard E. Barry. I am a retired consultant in information and records management, based in Arlington, Virginia. During my career, I have managed in and consulted to a wide array of organizations at the federal, state and local levels of government as well as in the private and non-profit sectors in North America, Europe, Africa, Australasia, Latin America/Caribbean, including several national archivists. My professional papers and biography may be found on my Website at www.mybestdocs.com. 

I thank the Subcommittee for its thoughtful consideration of the budget of the National Historical Publications and Research Commission (NHPRC), the research-funding arm of the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA) and for the opportunity to present this testimony. Your reconsideration of the NHPRC budget is important because of the ill-understood importance by civil society of the work of NARA and NHPRC to our country and the risk of this resulting in NHPRC being rendered ineffective in the current budget under your consideration. Unfortunately, as was clearly pointed out in a report that I authored, Report on the Society and Archives Survey, 29 January 2003, the importance of the role of records and recordkeeping is little understood or appreciated in: protecting human rights; creating and maintaining public confidence in government; enabling government by the rule of law; promoting democracy through public accountability of its officials, and preserving important government records for historical, legislative and other research purposes. Sadly, in my observation, little has changed in the years since that study was published; although it is improving greatly where archives at all levels of government have found the necessary support to establish easy public access to their records electronically. Records professionals are not typically well trained in outreach and public communications, by nature often prefer to remain out of the limelight, and are historically underfunded and staffed. But they alone cannot do the needed job. Those who make some of the greatest use of public records and who depend on them in their daily professional lives also must step forward and publicly acknowledge their reliance on trustworthy public records. This includes numerous professional groups including historians, journalists, auditors, inspectors general, lawyers, jurists and legislators in the US Congress and related state and local governments. Moreover, the lack of public pressure to improve our recordkeeping institutions has been exacerbated by inadequate instruction in our public schools on the importance of our national heritage expressed in historical documentation resources.
NHPRC has been at the forefront of important research and demonstration projects in American heritage documentation that address these issues. I know of no other institution that has been more responsible for this kind of work. 
How will we capture and preserve for the life of the Republic the nation’s most important heritage documentation through its increasingly born-digital electronic records? I can testify from personal consulting work that state and local levels of government and academia are also counting heavily on NHPRC projects to help sort out and answer these questions for all researchers and other users of public records. You may be certain that NHPRC not only serves the needs of the federal government, but through the reports on projects it funds, those of the state and local government levels as well. 
I urge the Subcommittee to – as a minimum – restore the NHPRC budget to its formerly authorized level of $10 million needed to continue progress in this important, if unheralded, national asset area. Thank you.
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